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SFILL OR. INCIDENT REPORT

Pollution Engineering - E. Cifera M/S 62-15
Facilities - C. Cherberg 62-15

cc: Shop Supervision - 3K-36
Safety - I. Gilbert-Jones 91-10
Corp. Ind. Hygiene - J. Odonnell 6U-04
QA Supervision - Roger Fisher 2P-30
Bart Dinwiddie - BA Facility 89-09

On Oct. 26, 1988 at 1230 hours an incident was reported at Robbins Site
bldg. 7-57 at col. K-3.

A brief description of the incident follows:
At 1230 the HazMat chemist, Gary Scherck was called by hazardous waste

monitor - Lew Spencer and notified that he had a bottle of "acid" which
was leaking and giving off vapors. I responded to the Robbins site to
evaluate the situation. While enroute I radio Kent dispatch and asked
that the Emergency Response Team stand by and begin procedure to re-
spond to a Renton controlled site if the situation warranted a full re-
sponse. When I arrived on the scene I found that a 1 gallon bottle of
Hydrofluoric acid had been stored in a flammable liquid cabinet. The
manufactures label had been destroyed. I was familiar with both the
container in which the material was stored and the physical properties
of the acid. Using these criteria to identify the material I confirmed
that the material was Hydrofuoric acid. Since the leak was very small
and the material well confined I cancelled the standby for the KSC
Team, Wearing a class B suit, acid respirator and eye protection I
ved the container to an acid transportation container, I cleaned out

the tray in which the bottle had been placed and rinsed it with a So-
dium Bicarbonate Sol. I transferred the rags and solution to a bucket
which I transferred to the KSC Chemical laboratory for disposal with
our acid rags. The leaking bottle was taken in an acid carrier to Ksc
and with a backup by Ron Malovatti (BAC ERteam lead) I transferred the
content of the bottle with 3 rinses to an acid hold waste tank.
Prompt and correct action by Lew Spencer assured that a serious inci-

I
ent did not occur,
t is mandatory that a response procedure for these off plant site be

established. Who will respond to contain and cleanup a chemical spill?
The Kent city Fire Dept. will not provide cleanup support in the event
of a spill. For small incidents such as this how much does BCAC plan to
escalate a response? Only trained and qualified personnel may respond
to or cleanup hazardous materials incidents. It is my understanding
that I have been requested to act as Chemist for the BCAC remote sites,
if this is in fact true, then I must be provided with written proce-
dures, as to what actions will be taken at each of the remote sites in
the event of both major and minor hazardous materials incidents. With-
out such information I can not respond to BCAC remote sites hazardous
materials incidents.
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